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NEWS RELEASE 
 
To: Local Media 
From: Gail Scott, RN, BSN, Director/Health Officer 
Date: March 16, 2020 
 

Jefferson County Health Department Strongly Recommends that all Non-essential 
Social Gatherings of over 50 People be Postponed to Slow the Community Spread of 

Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
At this time, Jefferson County Health Department is recommending that all organizers avoid bringing 

large groups of 50 or more people together. We recommend canceling or postponing events as is 

feasible. 

If an event with fewer than 50 people must be held, it is important to take necessary precautions: 

1. Communicate with attendees that people should not attend if they have been to an 

area where coronavirus is spreading within the past 14 days. This includes both 

international travel to Level 2 and 3 countries with widespread illness and domestic 

travel to states with community transmission. The CDC and DHS updates this 

information regularly.  

2. Encourage older adults, pregnant women, people with weakened immune systems, and 

people with underlying health conditions that are increased risk for COVID-19 to not 

attend (including employees). 

3. Practice social distancing by limiting contact of people within six (6) feed from each 

other for ten minutes or longer. 

4. Provide sanitation and prevention hygiene resources to all those in attendance 

5. Clean and disinfect the surfaces and objects frequently touched. 

We encourage community leaders and event organizers to review the CDC guidance  for more 

information. 

We know that our recommendations have a tremendous impact on peoples' lives, but this is a critical 

moment to slow the spread of this disease in our community. The sooner we slow transmission, the 

more cases we can prevent. We would like people to take the time now to prepare for widespread 

illness in the future. 

Please visit our website www.jeffersoncountywi.gov and follow us on twitter and Facebook for updates.  

Additional information may be found at: 

Recommendations on Domestic and International Travel 

Mass Gathering Guidance for Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Please share this information widely.  Thank you for your partnership in keeping Jefferson County safe 

and healthy.   

### 

http://www.jeffersoncountywi.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fmass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html
http://www.jeffersoncountywi.gov/
https://twitter.com/JeffCoHealthWI
https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonCountyHealth
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dph/memos/communicable-diseases/2020-04.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dph/memos/communicable-diseases/2020-05.pdf

